
 

Santa Fe Trail Rendezvous in Council Grove 

An upper elementary study unit aligned with the 

Kansas and Common Core Standards 

 

 

OVERVIEW: 

This study unit will focus on life and hardships on the Santa Fe and the 

Oregon-California Trails and will provide students with an opportunity to 

compare and contrast the two trails.  Students will use research skills to learn 

about Seth Hays, the first white settler and trader in Council Grove. Classes 

are encouraged to enhance their study of the trails and early settlers by 

visiting Council Grove to experience the history of the Santa Fe Trail in 

person. 

 

From 1821 to 1882 the Santa Fe Trail was the I-70 of its day.  This historic 

trail is best known as a commerce route that was used to transport goods to 

and from the United States to Mexico.  In addition the military used it during 

the Mexican-American War, the Civil War and Indian Wars.  Miners used it 

to travel back and forth to the gold rushes, it was a mail route, and a road 

over which others traveled to the West.  Council Grove provided the ideal 

setting for those traveling the trail to “rendezvous” and form wagon caravans 

that would travel together to Santa Fe, Mexico. 

 

Council Grove has many historic sites from the era of the Santa Fe Trail that 

have been preserved.  These sites offer an excellent opportunity for students 

to travel back in time and experience life on the Santa Fe Trail as it was in 

the mid 1800’s.  

 

 

STANDARDS: 

Kansas History: 

Benchmark 1, Indicator 5:  Compare and contrast the purposes of the Santa 

Fe and Oregon-California Trails (e.g., commercial vs. migration). 

Benchmark 1, Indicator 6:  Describe life on the Santa Fe and Oregon-

California Trails (e.g., interactions between different cultural groups, 

hardships such as a lack of water, mountains and rivers to cross, weather, 

need for medical care, size of wagon). 



 

Benchmark 4, Indicator 4: Identifies and compares information from primary 

(e.g., photographs, diaries/journals, newspapers, historical maps) and 

secondary sources.  

Benchmark 4, Indicator 5: Uses research skills to interpret an historical 

person or event in history and notes the source(s) of information (e.g., 

discusses ideas; formulates broad and specific questions; determines a variety 

of sources; locates, evaluates, organizes, records and shares relevant 

information in both oral and written form). 

 

 

Common Core Reading: 

RI.4.3 – Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, 

scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on 

specific information in the text. 

RI.4.4 – Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 

words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

RI.4.5 – Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a 

text or part of a text. 

RI.4.9 - Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 

 
Common Core Writing: 

W.4.2 – Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 

ideas and information clearly. 

 

Common Core Speaking and Listening: 

SL.4.1c – Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on 

information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to 

the remarks of others. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

Content: 

The student will identify the routes for each trail. 
The student will identify the main purpose for each trail. 
The student will identify hardships encountered and supplies needed for each 

trail. 



 

The student will describe what daily life was like for those traveling on each 

trail. 
The student will develop a research project on a historical person who lived on 

the Santa Fe Trail. 
 

Skills:  

The student will use text features and maps to locate information. 
The student will use a Venn diagram to show the similarities and differences 

between the trails, including the purposes of each trail. 
The student will make a list of the major hardships encountered by travelers 

on one of the trails. 
The student will make a list of the items a wagon would need for a successful 

journey, explaining their choice. 
The student will identify and explain at least three aspects of daily life on one 

of the trails. 
The student will use primary and secondary sources of information to research 

a historical person. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

Why do people move? 
Why do people want to trade with other people in other locations? 
How has travel changed in the last 150 years? 
What is a hardship? 
What were some hardships of living in the 1800’s? 
Why was traveling on the Santa Fe / Oregon-California Trail difficult? 
What are the character traits an individual would need to live in a place where 

they knew no one and there were not the resources to provide for their basic 

needs?   
 

LESSON ONE: Trade and Travel on the Overland Trails 

This lesson is designed to compare and contrast the Santa Fe and Oregon-

California Trails. It should take one class period to teach. Materials for this 

lesson are from the “Read Kansas” material created by the Kansas Historical 

Society and are available at  http://www.kshs.org/p/read-kansas-

intermediate-lessons/15533. Click on lesson I-6, Trade and Migration on the 

Overland Trails and then click on Lesson Plans.  You can also download and 

print the picture cards of the trails. You can download and make your own 

http://www.kshs.org/p/read-kansas-intermediate-lessons/15533
http://www.kshs.org/p/read-kansas-intermediate-lessons/15533


 

copies, order a set from the Kansas State Society, or many school districts 

have “Read Kansas” notebooks available for each grade level. 

 

LESSON TWO: Life on the Trails 

This lesson focuses on life and hardships on the Santa Fe and Oregon-

California Trails. Materials are available at the above website, lesson I-7, 

Life on the Trails. This lesson is designed to take three class periods but can 

be adjusted to meet individual classroom needs. 

 

 

LESSON THREE: Trading on the Trail 

This lesson will focus on Seth Hays, the first white settler and trader in 

Council Grove. Information for this lesson follows. 

 

Suggested Lesson Plan: 

Day 1:  Start the lesson by asking the students to do a “Think, Share, 

Write” activity.  Ask them to imagine that they have moved to a place far 

from their family to start a business where they know no one and there are no 

houses or stores to buy supplies.  What will they need to do to find food and 

shelter and make a living?  Allow students time to reflect on the question and 

then share their thoughts with a partner.  After each partner has shared 

their ideas have students individually write a paragraph expressing their 

thoughts. 

Explain to students that they will be reading about an individual who did move 

to a place far from his family, a place that was the home of the Kansa 

Indians, a place that saw many travelers pass through, but a place where no 

one stayed more than a few days.  The individual was Seth M. Hays and the 

place was Council Grove. 

 Distribute to students copies of the Family Group Sheet.  This article begins 

in the style of a genealogy report of Seth Hays.  In chronological order it 

describes Seth Hays’ life in Council Grove from 1847 until his death in 1873.  

Parts of this article are copied from diaries of early day travelers (i.e. 

February 2, 1858 entry is from a narrative written by Hezekiah Brake in 

1858). 

Have students read the Family Group Sheet to themselves highlighting words 

that are unfamiliar and need to be clarified. It is recommended that the 

teacher read and identify words that they feel the students might be 

unfamiliar with in case the students do not highlight any words. (Words that 

http://www.kansasheritage.org/families/sethhays.html


 

might be identified for additional clarification are: missionaries, ceding, 

reservation, established, bachelor, teamster, interpreter, census, 

continuously, legislature, incorporation, acquisitions, deliberated, verdict, and 

prospered.)  Have students work in small groups to discuss the meaning of the 

words that they have identified.  The teacher should rotate among the groups 

listening and offering assistance as needed. 

Reread the article with a partner. 

Day 2:  Review what students learned about Seth Hays and his adopted 

daughter Kittie by having them work in small groups and record on chart paper 

what they recall from the previous lesson.  Hang the chart paper on the 

classroom walls and have students rotate in their groups to read what the 

other groups have written, discussing what is similar to what they wrote and 

what the other groups recalled that they did not.  They should end at their 

own chart and record any additional information that they did not include 

originally. 

Assign students to individually read the secondary source narratives “Seth M. 

Hays” and “Kittie Parker Robbins Hays” written by Kenneth McClintock, a 

Council Grove Historian. 

After reading “Seth M. Hays” and “Kittie Parker Robbins Hays” have students 

discuss in their small groups any additional information that they learned and 

record it on their group’s chart paper. 

Students will create a research project on Seth Hays or his adopted daughter 

Kittie to demonstrate what they have learned about them.  This can include 

but not be limited to the following suggestions: a written report, a 

journal/diary written as Seth Hays, a poster, a timeline of significant events 

in Seth Hays’ life, an oral report (dress up as Seth Hays and deliver a first 

person commentary?), a power point presentation, etc. 

 

For the Teacher: 

 Primary sources are the original items or records that have survived 

from the past - such as clothing, letters, photographs, and manuscripts.  

They were part of a direct personal experience of a time or event. 

 Secondary sources are created by documenting or analyzing someone 

else’s experience.  They may have been written long after an event took place 

and include items such as textbooks, encyclopedias, biographies, and 

documentaries. 

 

 

http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20M%20Hays%20Article%20written%20by%20Ken%20McClintock.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20M%20Hays%20Article%20written%20by%20Ken%20McClintock.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Kittie_Parker_Robbins_Hays_story.pdf


 

 

Primary Sources: 

 

Last Will and Testament of Seth M. Hays (copy of original and transcribed 

copy) 

Seth M. Hays obituary from The Council Grove Democrat: February 6, 1873 

(copy  of original and transcribed copy) 

Auction Bill of Sale for items that belonged to Seth M. Hays 

1947 Kansas City Times article (copy of original and transcribed copy) 

Photographs: 

Seth M. Hays 
Seth M. Hays’ last home 
Seth M. Hays’ tavern table 
Seth M. Hays’ dining room table 
Seth M. Hays’ shot gun 
Kittie Hays 
Stone Barn 
Hays House (trading post / restaurant) 
Seth M. Hays tombstone 

Council Grove 1873 
 

Secondary Sources: 

 

“The Kanza or Kaw Indians” article written by Mary Honeyman, October 2012  

* “Seth M. Hays” article written by Kenneth W. McClintock, October 2012 

* “Kittie Parker Robbins Hays” article written by Kenneth W. McClintock, 

January 2013 

 

Resources on-line: 

 

“Travel the Santa Fe Trail to Kansas Kids Fitness Day”  available at 

www.kdheks.gov/kkfd/travel_the_sft.html 

*Kansas State Historical Society  www.kshs.org  
Kaw Mission State Historic Site, Council Grove  www.kawmission.org 
Council Grove Chamber of Commerce  www.councilgrove.com 

*Kansas Family History website  

www.kansasheritage.org/families/sethhays.html 
Kansas History Website  www.kansastowns.us/coungrov.html 

http://councilgrove.com/storage/Last%20Will%20%20Testament%20-%20Original.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/last%20will%20and%20testament.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Hays%20Obituary%20Original.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/CG%20Democrat%20Seth%20Hays%20obituary.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Hays%20Bill%20of%20Sale.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Hays%20Article%20Kansas%20City%20Times%20Original.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Story%20of%20Council%20Grove%20K%20C%20Star.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Picture.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Home.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Table.jpg
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Table.jpeg
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Gun.jpg
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Picture%20of%20Kittie%20Hays.png
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Old%20Stone%20Barn%202.JPG
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Hays%20House.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Monument.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/CG%20Main%20Street.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Kansa%20Kaw.pdf
http://councilgrove.com/storage/Seth%20Hays%20Article%20written%20by%20Ken%20McClintock.pdf
http://cgcoc.squarespace.com/storage/Kittie_Parker_Robbins_Hays_story.pdf
http://www.kdheks.gov/kkfd/travel_the_sft.html
http://www.kshs.org/
http://www.kawmission.org/
http://www.councilgrove.com/
http://www.kansasheritage.org/families/sethhays.html
http://www.kansastowns.us/coungrov.html


 

 

Sources referenced in lesson plans are noted with an  * 
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