
Back to Work in Topeka 

Welcome to the Kansas Legislative Session of 2019. So far, the session has been full of 

ceremony and fanfare in preparation of the work ahead. I relate it to playing baseball: spring training 

is over, and now it's time to play ball. Kansans elected representatives in 2016 to stop the 

"Brownback Tax Experiment" and practice fiscal restraint, but old ideas die hard. Washington sent 

us this idea, and we sent them Governor Brownback. Time will tell how this trade works out. We 

have a much better financial position today, but the damages from the "Experiment" will take a 

lifetime to recover. 

Governor Kelly has a list of priorities, and many of these are very helpful to my district: fix 

the school finance issue and comply with the court's recommendation on funding; expand Medicaid 

to help cover the state’s cost of providing healthcare to 150,000 Kansans, which will help our rural 

care providers immensely; staff KanCare adequately to process paperwork in a timely manner; 

increase pay for state employees; and add $5 million to the higher education budget. This is a short 

summary but still robust. Convincing legislators to find the funds for this agenda will be very 

difficult. Unlike the federal government, we do not own a printing press. The state debt has 

exploded since 2014, and I do not plan to support any proposal to increase it. Obtaining exact 

numbers is difficult, but we need to know what is owed and what services cost. 

My committee assignments are Tax, Transportation, and Rural Revitalization. These 

committees have full agendas meeting every day. New bills are being presented with many more to 

come. It is the job of the committee to ask questions and get as many details as possible. The Rural 

Revitalization Committee is exploring ways to reverse the population trends in rural Kansas. The 

expectations of this committee are very high, and I am honored to have been selected.  

Several members of the Legislature are seeking to climb the political ladder by making 

statements to bring media attention to their campaigns. The airwaves are filled with non-stop 

"news" or entertainment, and the truth is clouded by special interest groups who want YOU to pay 

for their share of government. Where is civility and respect?  

Contact me for detailed discussions and initiatives. We are at a critical crossroads. It's a great 

time to be a Kansan, and we need to show our pride. Thank you for the opportunity to serve you in 

Topeka, and stay in touch as we set sail in a new direction.  

Representative Dave Baker 

Email: dave.baker@house.ks.gov 

Office: 785-296-6997 

Cell: 620-767-2528 

Home address: 

P.O. Box 252 

Council Grove, KS 66846 


